St. Anthony's Fire: diagnosis and management of erysipelas.
Erysipelas, a beta-hemolytic streptococcal infection of the skin and subcutaneous tissue, was once a common disease but nearly disappeared after the advent of antibiotics. In the past few years, however, the incidence of erysipelas has been increasing. At particular risk for infection are young patients, elderly patients and immunocompromised patients. The diagnosis is confirmed by the typical appearance of erythema and fever, constitutional symptoms and laboratory findings indicative of streptococcal infection. Penicillin and close follow-up can prevent significant morbidity and possible mortality. The prognosis for patients with erysipelas is excellent.